INTERREG IIIA funding a real success story

Thursday, 06 November

An event to celebrate the successful completion of the INTERREG IIIA programme for Ireland/Northern Ireland 2003/2008 in the North West region was held today at the Grianan Hotel in Burt. The event was organised by the North West Region Cross Border Group who administered the programme. 

The INTERREG Programme is the largest of the Community Initiatives, which have operated under the European Structural Funds since their reform in 1988. The Border Counties of Ireland and all of Northern Ireland were eligible for assistance under INTERREG III.

The chairman of the North West Region Cross Border Group, Councillor Gerard Foley said the Interreg programme had played a tangible role in helping to improve the economy in the North West.

“The programme has allowed substantial investment in the areas of business and economic development, knowledge economy and training. The number of projects that have benefited are spread across the entire region with all areas benefiting from the range of activity including training, small business support, tourism, marketing and research and development,” he added.

Praising the role played by the NWRCBG and it’s INTERREG IIIA Partnership, Cllr Foley said he was confident the group would continue to play a key role in contributing to the social and economic development of the region.

The Chair of the INTRREG IIIA Partnership, Councillor Marion McDonald said the INTERREG IIIA Programme provided the North West region with many opportunities and challenges. He acknowledged the concept of partnership and the fact that the project was delivered on a cross border basis.

“The success of this project is evident by the number of projects that have been delivered on both sides of the border. The programme has enabled us to work closely with our counterparts in our neighbouring counties to focus on delivering activity that has impacted the entire region. The Ireland Northern Ireland INTERREG IIIA Programme has made a real difference to the lives of those who live and work in these regions,” he added.

Eamon Molloy of the North West Region Cross Border Group acknowledging the funding that was secured to implement the programme, said it allowed local people, for the first time ever, to make decisions on projects that would address local issues and add value to the entire region.

Extending his thanks to the staff and advisors of the NWRCBG, he acknowledged the importance of partnership working and the role played by elected representatives, members and social partners in helping to make it a successful programme. 

Among the successful projects that were funded as part of the programme were - The Digital Media Project - which established a business support centre/incubation units to assist with the development of digital multimedia industry.

Castlefinn Partnership Initiative - which created an IT training suite and delivered on a range of training courses in the area.

EPI Centre - an innovation and technology transfer capability based t the University of Ulster.

Midas ag Forbairt - a research and training project for the artisan food sector.

Ends

Notes to Editor:

INTERREG III A is the strand that is most immediately relevant to the Ireland/Northern Ireland Border Corridor. In relation to this strand, the European Commission proposes a bottom-up approach (reflecting the diversity of border regions across Europe), aimed at developing cross border economic and social clusters and joint spatial development approaches.

With the encouragement of both national governments, the European Commission and their member authorities, the North West Region Cross Border Group (and it’s counterparts the Central Border Area Network and the East Border Region Committee), investigated best practice in cross-border co-operation in European border regions. From these investigations has evolved an approach that reflects both best practice and the current state of development of cross-border co-operation in the Ireland/Northern Ireland Border Corridor.

The Integrated Area Plan for the North West Region Cross Border Group Area was based around a number of key aims and aspirations for the development of the Region over the period. The North West Region Cross Border Group has been an implementing agent for the INTERREG IIIA Programme, Priority One Measures 1-3. The Group established a Partnership for this purpose comprising elected members and social partners from throughout the Region. This partnership is both multi-sectoral and cross border and has delivered funding on of €16m to the region.
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