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Project Summary
This project will develop a model that will assist and inform in a long term systematic way, the planning and development of the entire North West Cross Border region, to ensure the long term sustainability of its communities by:
· Presenting a clear vision or projection of urban growth and decline in the NW Region Cross Border area in the future

· Identifying factors that are impacting on these patterns

· Coordinating into one central location, datasets on essential infrastructure that are held by individual partner agencies

· Capturing, collating, analyzing and locating comparable data held by CSO and NISRA over 2000 – 2006 and post 2011

· Locating funding into the North West through INTERREG IIIA and PEACE II

· Identifying factors that greatly assisted and prevented optimum drawdown of this funding 

· Identifying areas where funding would greatly assist in sustaining communities and alleviating poverty and deprivation.

· Greatly enhancing access to spatial data sets to ensure more evidence based planning 

· Providing comparable data for the entire North West Region Cross Border area to enable the development of joint initiatives that will benefit the entire region.
Project Aims
Ultimately this project will assist with more evidenced based spatial planning, policymaking and service delivery in the North West Region Cross Border area for many years to come.

The overall aim of this project is to systematically track changes in population patterns across different settlements in the North West Region Cross Border Area over the period 2000 -2006 to determine underlying factors driving varying levels of growth or movements of population across the entire region and to capture comparable information that will assist with more evidenced based spatial planning, policy making and service delivery in the North West Region Cross Border Area for many years to come.
Project Objectives
This will be achieved by:

· Using Satellite Imagery to identify changes in settlement patterns across urban and rural areas over the time period 2000-2006.

· Locating investment in the NW Region Cross Border area in terms of project expenditure under the PEACE II and INTERREG III A.

· Developing a comparable spatial planning indictor set (including demographic data, levels of public service, levels of economic, social and cultural indicators) for each Electoral Divisions and Electoral Wards in the North West area.

· Developing an Information Dissemination Tool that will allow the users to produce a series of reports for all Electoral Divisions (ED) and Electoral Wards (EW) in the NW Catchment’s Area which will include levels of investment under INTERREG IIIA & PEACE II; types of projects created; level of existing Social, Cultural and Recreational Infrastructure; Levels of Public Services; Key Demographic Data etc

· Identifying factors, through a widespread consultation process, that have assisted or prevented optimum expenditure under various programmes.

· Identifying areas where further investment could assist with the sustainability of the community.

